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tion is taking part, to evoke from the public here a gen- 
eral declaration of good-will to the American people and 
the United States as a kindred nation. It is hoped that 
this movement of international amity will so far influence 
public opinion here as to induce our own Government to 
be willing to meet and deal with this comparatively small 
difficulty in a broad and conciliatory spirit. 

At the same time we take this opportunity of suggest- 
ing that the friends of peace have much to do in educat- 
ing the public mind in both countries in sentiments of in- 
ternational fraternity and solidarity, as well as in a con- 
viction that permanent measures must be adopted to 
avert the danger of international conflict. The recent 
experiences seem to make it more than ever incumbent 
upon us all to press forward the adoption of an Arbitra- 
tion Treaty, and the constitution of the High Court of 
nations for the settlement of international disputes. 
We remain, with great esteem and regard, 
Yours faithfully, 

Hodgson Pratt, 
25th January, 1896. J. F. Green. 



EDITORIAL NOTES. 



The movement for a great national conference at 
Washington in the interests of a permanent system of 
arbitration between the United States and Great Britain 
has at last taken definite shape. A committee of dis- 
tinguished citizens of a number of leading cities has sent 
out invitations to more than a thousand prominent men 
in all the States of the Union to attend such a confer- 
ence to be held on the 22d and 23d inst. We have not 
yet seen the details of the arrangements for speakers, 
etc., but the character of the men who have undertaken 
to organize the conference is sufficient assurance that 
everything will be thoroughly planned, and that the 
meeting will be one of the most important ever held in 
this country. 

The Interparliamentary Peace Bureau at Berne has 
published in French and sent to the several powers an 
*' Essay on the Organization of International Arbitra- 
tion " by Senator Descamps of Belgium, who was Presi- 
dent of the Interparliamentary Peace Conference held 
at Brussels last September. The essay covers more than 
fifty printed folio pages, and discusses the whole subject 
of international arbitration, from its basis in right and 
justice up to the establishment of a permanent internat- 
ional court of arbitration. It is worthy of the careful 
attention of all students of the subject. There is print- 
ed as an appendix to the essay a " Plan for the Institu- 
tion of a Permanent Court of International Arbitration," 
adopted by the Interparliamentary Union at its Brussels 
Conference. Senator Descamps was charged by the con- 
ference with the duty of sending a copy of this plan to 
each of the powers, and in carrying out this charge he 
has prepared this able and interesting essay. 



International Law Association, Mr. Joseph G. Alexander, 
the Report of the Seventeenth Conference of the Associa- 
tion held at Brussels from the first to the fourth of October, 
last year. The Conference, presided over by Sir Richard 
Webster, was one of the most successful ever held by the 
Association and the Report, which covers 314 pages, con- 
tains an interesting and exhaustive account of its pro- 
ceedings. It contains a full list of the officers and mem- 
bers of the Association, of the officers and members of the 
Brussels Conference, and of the papers and reports made 
to the Conference. The subject of international arbitra- 
tion had a large place in the deliberations and this Report 
contains the rules on the subject proposed by the special 
committee appointed the previous year, together with a 
longer and more exhaustive study of the subject by Pro- 
fessor Corsi. The sections of the Report which treat of 
the regulation of the liquor traffic in Africa, of territorial 
waters, and of collisions at sea are valuable contributions 
to the literature of these subjects. 



Sir James Stansfeld, who presided at the demonstration 
in Queen's Hall, London, in favor of arbitration in all 
disputes between the United States and Great Britain, 
has re ceived a letter from Lord Salisbury acknowledging 
a receipt of a copy of the memorial adopted at the meet- 
ing. Ibis letter is of unusual significance. In it the 
Prime Minister says : "lam glad to be able to inform 
you that this question is receiving the consideration of 
Her Majesty's government and that proposals in the di- 
rection indicated by the memorial are now before the 
government of the United States." The London Daily 
News says that this letter of the Prime Minister is the 
most hopeful word that has been heard from him for a 
long time. The Chronicle speaks in similar terms. It 
seems impossible for the United States government to de- 
cline to accept Great Britain's proposal. The only thing 
in the way is the Venezuela matter, and enough of the 
diplomatic proceedings has leaked out to indicate that a 
settlement of this is to be expected at any time. Great 
Britain has shown such a conciliatory spirit in the matter 
that an early peaceful adjustment is a moral certainty. 

The New York Board of Trade and Transportation has 
sent to Congress the following appeal for a discontin- 
uance of the disturbing nttitude of the national legisla- 
ture toward internation al questions : 

The New York Board of Trade and Transportation respectfully 
submits to Congress that, in its judgment a discontinuance of 
disturbance of every character is of vital importance to a recov- 
ery from the present depressed condition into which all sections 
aud every industry of the country are plunged; and that the 
heated discussion in Congress of international questions, involv- 
ing menaces of war, following so closely upon our tariff agita- 
tion and financial difficulties, has, in the belief of the board been 
highly detrimental to every interest of the nation, in that it has 
tended to keep the country in a continual turmoil. 



We have received from the Honorary Secretary of the Twenty States of the Union now have laws relative to 
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the settlement of industrial disputes, and twelve of these 
have State boards of arbitration to administer the laws. 
Industrial arbitration, though of recent origin, is making 
quite as rapid progress as international arbitration. 



tary appropriations are in the interests of peace is refuted 
by the whole tenor of history. ' To keep the peace pre- 
pare for war ' is the maxim of militarism. ' To keep the 
peace prepare for peace ' is the maxim of democracy as 
well as the maxim of Christianity. " 



The Outlook of March 7th gives the following account 
of the recent labor demonstration in Cooper Union, New 
York, in opposition to the movement in Congress to 
spend nearly a hundred millions on coast defences : 

" The great labor mass-meeting held at Cooper Union 
in this city last week to protest against the pending bills 
appropriating from $70,000,000 to $100,000,000 for ad- 
ditional coast defences was a hopeful sign of the public 
awakening to the evils of militarism. This meeting was 
called by the Central Labor Union, and was addressed by 
Henry George, Ernest H. Crosby and several of the best 
known of New York's labor leaders. Cooper Union was 
crowded, and, contrary to the reports of the metropolitan 
papers clamoring for a ' vigorous foreign policy,' the 
vast audience was practically unanimous in support of the 
policy of peace abroad and reform at home advocated by 
the speakers. When the resolutions were put, over two 
thousand men and women rose to their support, while the 
opposition numbered but seven persons. In part the res- 
olutions ran as follows : 

" Resolved, That we protest in the name of the organized work- 
ingmen of New York , and call upon all workingmen's associations 
through the land to protest, against the appropriation at this time 
of one cent more for the erection of a fort or the building of a 
war-ship. 

" Resolved, That we pledge ourselves, and ask our brethren in 
other places to pledge themselves, to vote against every member 
of Congress, no matter what his party or professions, who shall 
support any of these bills. 

" Resolved, That the American Republic is great enough and 
strong enough to set to the world an example of a nation that 
fears no foreign foe, and that refuses to join in the monstrous arma- 
ments that are bolstering the thrones and crushing down the 
masses of Europe. 

" Resolved, That we call the attention of preachers of all de- 
nominations to the fact that the workingman who was crucified 
eighteen hundred years ago for his denunciations of the unjustly 
rich was a peace-at-any-price man, and that a truly Christian na- 
tion would no more have standing armies and standing navies 
than it would have soup-houses and tramps." 

This influential journal goes on to comment on these 
resolutions in utterances with which we entirely agree, 
which it seems strange should not be the sentiments of all 
thoughtful Americans : 

" It is needless to say that we are in the heartiest accord 
with the spirit of these resolutions. Already the nation 
has departed dangerously from the best of our American 
traditions — hostility to war, and to the armaments that 
make for war. Already our naval expenditures exceed 
those of any European nation except England and France. 
They are now double those of the German Empire, de- 
spite the belligerency of the German Emperor and the far 
greater dangers to the German people from hostile 
neighbors. Every additional man-of-war we build and 
every fortification we erect, instead of bringing dismay to 
the upholders of militarism abroad, furnishes them with 
a welcome and effective argument for the further strength- 
ening of their power. This country is made relatively no 
stronger, and the burdens upon the people are made 
heavier throughout the world. The plea that these mili- 



The labor organizations, in this and in all lands, are 
rapidly becoming one of the most powerful of the agen- 
cies which are working for the abolition of war and the 
substitution in its place of appeal to the methods of rea- 
son in the settlement of difficulties. The course which 
they are taking in this regard will give them greater hold 
upon the public and greater success in securing the speci- 
fic ends for which they are working, for it will render 
them less and less liable to resort to violence in times of 
excitement. They are thus educating themselves for 
better and higher and truer service in the interests of 
that vast class of struggling men and women whose rep- 
resentatives they are. 



Chauncey M. Depew gave a lecture on " International 
Arbitration " at Amherst College on the evening of March 
10. The College Hall was filled with members of the 
faculty, with students and townspeople. Mr. Depew 
promises to be somewhat more serious in this new field 
than in his other spheres. He said that the United States 
owed its origin, not to war, but to the evolution of the prin- 
ciple of liberty. Militarism was formerly the only re- 
source in times of political disturbance . The Church then 
declared " the Truce of God," on which are founded 
all our systems of law and justice. The countries of the 
world are still in a state of barbarism in their relations to 
one another. Our nation inherits some of the old warlike 
spirit. The Venezuelan incident and the President's mes- 
sage show that this nation may be easily confused. We 
only need to enlarge the Monroe doctrine a little to have 
a very lively time. War does not usually bring justice. 
The question which led to the war of 1812 was afterwards 
settled by arbitration, not by t he war. The United States 
ought to take up the subject of international arbitration 
because we are in a better position to do so than any 
other nation. The politician who in this country ad- 
vocates a large standing army and extensive fortifications 
is either a fool or a demagogue. Arbitration would work 
quietly but surely. The United States and Great Britain 
have already proved abundantly that they can settle dis- 
putes by this method. There could be no better gift to 
the world at the close of the nineteenth century than an 
international court of arbitration between the two great 
English-speaking nations. 

President Gates of Amherst is one of the warmest and 
most intelligent friends of arbitration in the country. 
We hope his example may be followed by all the college 
presidents in the United States, and our college young 
men and women be given an opportunity to hear this great 
subject discussed. 
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The House of Representatives has at last by a nearly 
strictly party vote passed resolutions censuring Ambas- 
sador Bayard for certain utterances in his Edinburgh 
and Boston speeches in England as " wholly inconsistent 
with that prudent, delicate and scrupulous reserve which 
he himself while Secretary of State enjoined upon all 
diplomatic agents of the United States." Most citizens 
of this country, without regard to party, think that Mr. 
Bayard was guilty of some indiscretion , but in spite of 
his fault he is still a great ambassador and has done his 
country distinguished service, not only formerly but es- 
pecially during the recent troublous times. He ought to 
remain at his post " and sin no more," and he will 
doubtless remain, as the Executive, to whom he is pri- 
marily responsible, is not likely to take any official no- 
tice of what the House of Representatives has done. 



The total value of the exports of this country has 
averaged $800,000,000 a year for ten years past. $640,- 
000,000 worth of these exports consists of farm pro- 
ducts. These farm products exported have been the 
result of the annual labor of 1,500,000 farm laborers. 
$480,000,000 worth of our exports goes yearly to Great 
Britain and her colonies, $380,000,000 of this being 
farm products. Great Britain has bought of us an- 
nually for ten years $240,000,000 in gold more than 
she has sold to us, over $190,000,000 of this going 
to pay for farm products. In view of these facts 
it may be well for the inhabitants of our agri- 
cultural districts, who constitute the bone and sinew and 
much of the moral strength of our country, to figure out 
carefully what a war with Great Britain would cost the 
country as a whole, and the agricultural portion of it in 
particular. The British Empire is worth twenty per cent. 
more to us financially than all the rest of the world com- 
bined, and her value to us in other higher ways is per- 
haps in an even greater ratio. 



above them the sword of the Spirit, that weapon which is, 
more than all others, worthy of reasonable and responsi- 
ble beings. 

The Department also contemplates International Ar- 
bitration as the method that shall universally replace war, 
and in this interest literature will be circulated, public 
meetings addressed, petitions signed, and cooperation 
with the Peace Societies of its own and other nations 
sought." 

Affairs in Cuba give little promise of early improve- 
ment. Devastation still goes on, growing indeed worse. 
General Weyler has so far entirely failed to entrap and 
crmh the Cuban armies. Maceo and Gomez with their 
troops of cavalry ride through his lines as they please, and 
hover threateningly about Havana. The severities of 
the Spanish general are having the effect of stimulating 
the Cuban leaders to greater activity. In the engage- 
ments which occur there seems to be no definite advan- 
tage on either side. The Cubans seem as strong to-day 
as ever. Filibustering expeditions continue to go out 
from the United States coast, some of which are caught, 
others reaching the Cuban coast safely. The rainy sea- 
son is about to set in, which will render the movements 
of the Spanish forces more difficult and imperil their 
health. 



The entire population of the eighteen nations of 
Europe in 1895 was 415,425,014. The number of men 
in the armies on a peace footing was 4,063,607 ; on a war 
footing 16,034,344, not including reserves. The cost of 
the armies and navies for the year was $1,049,718,240. 
The aggregate of the national debt was $25,017,490,775. 
The interest on this debt was $1,043,826,340. The total 
revenue of the eighteen nations $3,736,513,175. 



Miss Frances E. Willard, in her recent volume entitled 
"The Do Everything Policy" of the W. C. T. U., says 
that "the Department of Peace and International Arbi- 
tration aims to secure such training for the children in 
home, Sunday school, public school and Loyal Temper- 
ance Legion, as will make them despise physical combat, 
and will lift them to a plane where the weapons are argu- 
ments, parliamentary usage and law ; all of these having 



The Secretary of the American Peace Society has re- 
cently given addresses oh international arbitration, in- 
cluding aspects of the Venezuelan question, before the 
High School Association of Woonsocket, R. I., the Uni- 
versalist Club of Providence, and the Twentieth Century 
Club of Boston. 



Dr. Darby, Secretary of the London Peace Society, has 
recently given a series of about twenty lectures on inter- 
national arbitration in various parts of Ireland. Many of 
the congregations were " large and interested." Em- 
phatic condemnation was pronounced in most places of 
the idea of an appeal to the sword in the present diffi- 
culty between the United States and Great Britain. Dr. 
Darby is a regular field marshal of the Peace cause and 
spends much of his time in these bloodless campaigns. 



Mrs. John G. Blake of Boston has prepared and pub- 
lished a beautiful memoir of her father, the late Patrick 
McGrath of Quincy, Mass., who for more than twenty 
years was a member of the Board of Directors of the 
American Peace Soeiety, as sincere and earnest an oppo- 
nent of the abomination of war as can well be conceived. 



The cause of peace has lost three able and devoted 
friends in the recent deaths of ex-President George F. 
Magoun, Grinnell, Iowa, James Whitall of Philadelphia, 
and Miss H. E. Henshaw of Leicester, Mass. Dr. Ma- 
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goun had long been one of the Vice Presidents of the 
American Peace Society, and one of the last productions 
of his fertile pen was a contribution to the Advocate of 
Peace. Mr. Whitall and Miss Henshaw were both life- 
members of the society, and greatly interested in its work. 



An international woman's congress is to be held at 
Paris beginning on the 8th of April and lasting four 
days. The question of peace in all its bearings is to be 
considered on the third day. More than twenty asso- 
ciations of women have united in organizing the Con- 
gress. 

Negotiations are in progress for the settlement of the 
Venezuela dispute, but they are not known to the public. 
There are reports of meetings at Washington between 
Sir Julian Pauncefote, the British Ambassador, and 
Senor Andrade, the Venezuelan Minister, and there is 
every reason to believe that a satisfactory adjustment 
will soon be reached. Diplomatic processes are neces- 
sarily slow, especially when they are triangular, as in the 
present instance. It is believed that Lord Salisbury has 
practically agreed to arbitrate the whole case, as the 
British people certainly would have him do. 

The Venezuelan Commission is busily at work collect- 
ing and examining documents relative to the Venezuela- 
Guiana boundary line. The first instalment of official 
evidence from Caracas has been received. The agents 
of Venezuela have presented to the Commission the offi- 
cial report of the Ministry of the Interior in 1890 giving 
an account of the advance of the British colonial officers 
into the disputed territory after the rich discoveries of 
gold in 1885, as investigated by a national commission. 
This report covers forty printed pages, and is now for 
the first time made public. The Commission have 
reached the conclusion that the main points at issue hinge 
on documents lying in the royal archives of Spain and 
Holland. These documents the Commissioners expect 
to examine. 



The Venezuelan Blue Book, entitled " Documents and 
Correspondence relating to the Question of the Boundary 
of Guiana and Venezuela," was issued by the British 
Government on March 6. It contains 443 folio pages 
and nine maps. It is considered by British newspapers 
to make out a very strong case for Great Britain, and 
on account of the strength of the case Lord Salisbury 
has been severely criticised for not having long ago al- 
lowed the whole matter to go to arbitration. The book 
has also been severely criticised in Great Britain because 
of a number of errors, chiefly clerical, found in it. These 
errors have been corrected. It has been further crit- 
icised, notably by the Chronicle, for" trying to prove more 
than can be maintained." The book has by courtesy 
been placed at the disposition of the Venezuela Com- 
mission in an indirect way, and very favorably received 



in this country. It is not considered, however, to have 
added anything new to the British case as understood on 
this side of the water. The book was prepared by Sir 
Frederick Pollock and also passed under the supervision 
of Sir Richard "Webster. The corrections made and for- 
warded to Washington are said to strengthen the British 
case. 

The prize of $200 offered by The American Humane 
Education Society for the best plan of peacefully settling 
the difference between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain has been awarded to Rev. Frederick William Hamil- 
ton, pastor of the First Universalist Church, Roxbury, 
Mass. One hundred and forty-eight plans were submit- 
ted. The judges were ex-Gov. John D. Long of Massa- 
chusetts, Judge E. H. Bennett, Dean of the Boston Uni- 
versity Law School, and Mr. Patrick Donahoe, proprietor 
of the Boston Pilot. The plan suggested by Mr. Hamil- 
ton and worked out with an i ntelligent grasp of the whole 
subject is, in substance, that the United States should use 
her influence to induce Venezuela to reopen diplomatic 
relations with Great Britain, as the first step towards 
settlement. This once done, the adjustment might be 
made by compromise, by purchase, or more probably, by 
arbitration, a basis for which would not then be difficult 
to fix, after all that has recently occurred. 



The following resolution was pass ed at a recent meet- 
ing of the Massachusetts Reform Club : 

Whereas, it is proposed to hold a general meeting at 
the national capital to promote the cause of the adoption 
of the principle of arbitration for the adjusting of inter- 
national differences, now therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Massachusetts Reform Club favors 
the principle of the settlement of international disputes 
by arbitration, and will exert its influence in favor of the 
permanent establishment of this principle. 

Resolved, that the President of this club be authorized 
to appoint a committee of five or more members of the 
club, in his discretion, to attend the general meeting in 
Washington and represent the Club at that meeting. 

This action of this important body is in line with that 
of many other organizations all over the land. 

INTERNATIONAL HYMN. 

(Tune, America.) 

BY GEORGE HUNTINGTON. 

Two empires by the sea, 
Two nations great and free, 

One anthem raise. 
One race of ancient fame, 
One tongue, one faith, we claim, 
One God whose glorious name 
We love and praise. 

What deeds our fathers wrought, 
What battles we have fought, 

Let fame record. 
Now, vengeful passion cease. 
Come, victories of peace ; 
Nor hate nor pride's caprice 

Unsheath the sword. 



